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on Gdynia disappeared from the Estimates, but in this case the
money was obtained from part of the proceeds of a loan for
32,400,000 dollars at 6| per cent negotiated with a subsidiary
of the Swedish Match Company in connexion with the Match
Monopoly. There were, however, some increases in expenditure
for social services, pensions and debt charges. The net result
was that the Estimates for expenditure were reduced by about
20 million zlotys, the total amounting to 2,866 millions. The
revenue was put at 2,867 millions.
SILESIA-GDYNIA RAILWAY
A loan for a milliard francs was negotiated by the Polish Govern-
ment with a French syndicate, in which Schneider-Creusot was
mainly interested, for the completion of the great railway from
Polish Upper Silesia to Gdynia, the loan being ratified by the
Polish Parliament in an extraordinary session in April 1931.
A certain amount of work had been done on the railway already
by the Government. The agreement with the syndicate provided
for its completion, with double track, within three years. German
comment dwelt on the political significance of the railway and
loan as showing that France stood by Poland on the question of
the "Corridor," but it also underlined the strategic importance
of this north-to-south line traversing Poland almost parallel to
and not far distant from the frontier. Polish eyes saw in the railway
a fresh guarantee of the territorial integrity of Poland and of
the intangibility of her western boundaries.
News of the Austro-German Customs Union project about the
end of March gave rise to disquiet and alarm, as a Customs Union
between Germany and Austria could not but be regarded as a step
to their political union, which was apparently forbidden by Article
88 of the St. Germain Treaty. There was also the fact that the
Customs Union appeared to be barred to Austria by the Geneva
Protocol of October 4,1922. On May 19 the Council unanimously
decided to ask the Hague Court to pronounce whether the
Customs Union was compatible with the St. Germain Treaty
and the Geneva Protocol. Schober, Austrian Foreign Minister,